
included in our feeder primary 
schools in order to detect and 
correct any health issues early in 
a childôs school life. The paper is 

titled: óIs there a role for a primary 

health nurse in a learning support 
team in a disadvantaged high 
school? Evaluation of a pilot studyô. 
I am indebted to Dr Sarah   
Dennis (Sydney University) and 
Professor Teng Liaw (UNSW) in 
supporting myself and the SSS 
faculty. Michelle Roberts (RN) 
and Joanne Brady (RN) are   
doing an outstanding job as the 
Clinical Coordinators working 
across the high school and    
feeder primary schools. 
 

Nutrition Research 
AHS is undertaking research 
about nutrition habits of our 
students. Navnita Chetty is a 
highly qualified nutritionist/
dietician, and has been working 
this year with students and staff 
to garner the habits of our diets. 
It is our belief, supported by 
research, that diet and effective 
eating habits are one critical 
component of supporting not 
only good long-term health, but 
cognitive functioning and      
educational outcomes. We look 
forward to the results of this 
work. 

Sydney) 

 
 
 

Learning and Innovation     

Program: Students Yearsô 7-9 

Lead Environmental Challenge 
A group of invited students from 

each of our feeder primary 

schools and our high school 

have been working in small 

groups as researchers on an I  

nnovative project. They are   

developing models around the 

idea of how we can recover our 

over-use of plastic around the 

world. Students are learning 

how to undertake research from 

gathering information and data 

to visiting recycling sites and 

developing innovative ways to 

counter this insidious problem. 

The students are working in 

conjunction with the Western 

Sydney UniversityΦ 

One of the great features of the 
program is that students learn 
how to work in teams to solve 
problems, and are challenged to 
extend their thinking through 
problem-solving and critical-
thinking. They will soon present 
their work to an audience of 
academics, business people, 
teachers and community      
members. As new students come 
into the program, these current 
students will continue as senior 
mentors on new research     
projects, and advisors to the new 
recruits. My thanks to Donna 
Azzi for her coordination of this 

exciting project, together with 
the support of Teena Haslehurst 
(DP).  
 
Trade Training Centre        
Construction Commences 
The construction of the Trade 

Training Centre ï for the course 

in óConstructionô, has           

commenced. The $1m building 

is adjacent to the school hall and 

will take approximately 20 

weeks. Weather will play a part 

in that timeframe, and of course 

HSC and Year 11 exams will 

mean construction interference 

will need to be curtailed at    

particular times. The building 

will require extra electricity   

supply, which will mean a    

further upgrade of power into 

the school. A significant amount 

of new equipment will be      

provided. We look forward to it 

opening early next year. 

 

Ashcroft High School Research 
Centre:  
Health Paper Submitted 
We have submitted a research 
paper to a national primary 
health journal awaiting approval. 
The paper is the culmination of 
research on our allied health 
program within the Student 
Support Services (SSS) faculty 
that supports students and   
learning. This work we have now 
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Presentation to Western Sydney 

University* Students (* Formerly 

the University of Western Sydney) 

My congratulations and thanks 

to our wonderful teachers for 

their recent presentation of some 

our great work about teaching to 

140 Western Sydney University 

teacher students. AHS teachers 

have been using journals to    

record their professional work 

for over 5 years. This is one part 

of a comprehensive process in 

which we all ï including the 

principal, constantly assess/

evaluate our teaching/learning 

practice, innovation and ideas, 

together with data and student 

input. My thanks to Megan 

Boltze (HT Mathematics),     

Katherine Weeden (HT CAPA),     

Rebecca Brady (teacher CAPA) 

in supporting me on this project. 

Enrolling Year 7 Students 2016 
We are receiving a good number 

of applications for Year 7, 2016. 

In order to assist our planning, 

we encourage you to submit 

applications as soon as possible 

to secure a position next year. 

The afternoon exit of students: 
Car Park Gate  
I would like to advise our     
community that we are shutting 
the eastern end car park gate as 
students exit the school each 
afternoon. It is for a short period 
of about ten minutes, and allows 
us to direct over 500 students 
more safely through the western 
gate. This prevents confusion 
between students and cars in this 
peak period. 
 
Thanks to AHS Senior         
Executive 
I mentioned earlier this year to 
the students that I would take 
two days long service leave each 
week to try and complete some 
research work at the University 
of Newcastle that supports     
student educational outcomes. I 
am indebted to Teena Haslehurst 
who relieved in my position last 
term (currently on leave this 
term), to Kylie Landrigan this 
term particularly at this time 
supporting and coordinating 
w h o l e-s c h o o l  p r o g r a m           
development for next year. My 
thanks also to Donna Azzi as 

relieving DP with the support of 
Megan Boltze also in that role 
this term. 
 
S U P P O R T  S T A F F             
Recognition Week 
This is a time to recognise the 

wonderful work of our support 

staff, supporting students and 

undertaken often behind the 

scenes. As a school community, 

we are grateful, for it would be 

impossible to do what we do 

without the work of these      

dedicated professionals. They 

include our Administration  

Manager  (J i l l  Brookes) ,          

Administration Officers, School 

Learning Support Officers,    

Aboriginal Education Officer 

and General Assistant, and   

Community Liaison Officer. On 

behalf of the school community, 

I thank you all. 

My best wishes to our Year 12   
students as they hone in their final 
projects and studies prior to exams in 
October. My thanks to the dedicated 
staff assisting students on their  

projects. 

pieces for the HSC 2015. After a 

year of hard work and            

dedication, these talented and 

creative individuals completed 

works beyond their expectations, 

delivering resolved and rehearsed 

pieces. Well done year 12 CAPA 

HSC Practical           
Examinations 

Congratulations to Year 12   

Visual Arts, Dance, Music and 

Drama students on the         

completion of their major Body 

of Works and performance    

students! The Creative Arts   

department is extremely proud of 

your efforts. 

We wish you the very best for 
your written HSC examinations 
in these subjects in term four. 

Principal Report continued...  
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Term 4  

Begins for ALL STUDENTS on  

Tuesday 6th October, 2015  

Celebrate SAS staff         

Recognition Week 2015  

31 August 2015 - 4 September 2015 
"Our jobs, Your children, Their 

future" 



On Monday 17th August, Visual 

Arts students were invited to 

attend an artist talk by Freya 

Jobbins, an Australian based 

sculptor and printmaker, who 

currently works from her home 

studio near Sydney. Jobbins is a 

world renowned artist who has 

exhibited her work both        

nationally and internationally.  

Using dismembered and recycled 

plastic parts from old dolls and 

other toys, Jobbins assembles 

these exceedingly strange      

portraits of people and pop   

culture icons.  

Students were intrigued by    
Jobbins artistic practice and were 
inspired by her life story and 
what it is like to be a full time 
practising artist.  

Freya Jobbins Report  -  Mrs K Weeden  
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This year, the year 12 Business 
Studies class have been extremely 
fortunate to have utilized       
Ashcroft High Schoolôs Beacon 
Business Blackboard connection 
with Komatsu to further their 
studies. Throughout the HSC 
course, Komatsu has provided 
continuous support by providing 
speakers for each of the HSC 
topic. This term, Mary Huxtable, 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  P e o p l e              
Development & Systems      
Manager at Komatsu Australia, 

made a final visit to the class to 
speak to students about our final 
topic ï Human Resources     
Management. In this talk Mary 
discussed strategies that human 
resource managers used to    
encourage and reward employees 
to maintain morale and        
engagement. She also provided 
students wi th  insight ful         
information into strategies that 
Komatsu has utilized to address a 
decline in the mining industry. 
The students would like to give a 

special thanks to Ms Drapalski, 
who has created an extensive 
Komatsu case study booklet, 
from her note taking during each 
of the Komatsu visits.  
 
On a final note. I would like to 
wish the students good luck as 
they embark on their final     
examinations next term.  

Year 12 Business Studies  - By Mrs Xue 

Work Placement Awards Retail Stars  

Congratulations to these students for and outstanding 
work placement performance. They will all receive 
Work    placement awards  
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Hang Le  and Lucinda Pok 

David Tifa 

 

Taleah  Seula ïToa 
Lindsay Lemalu 

Jihad Omran & Omar El-Dick 


